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From: Griffith, Ellen B. (CMS/OEA) [Ellen.Griffith@cms.hhs.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 05, 2006 2:02 PM
To: jim@cardiologycoalition.com
Subject: FW: E&M Clarificaiton regarding HPI
Jim -
 
 What is stated in the email is correct.  The '95 guidelines were meant to be replaced by the '97 guidelines but it never
happened.  The '97 guidelines were an expansion of the '95 guidelines so it is acceptable to include the status of at least 3
chronic or inactive conditions also in the '95 guidelines.  
 

From: Jim Collins [mailto:jim@cardiologycoalition.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 05, 2006 11:38 AM
To: Griffith, Ellen B. (CMS/OEA)
Subject: E&M Clarificaiton regarding HPI 
 
 Hi Ellen, 
 
 Could you confirm an E&M guideline clarification that was published in “ICD-9/Cpt Coding Pro?” I have
excerpted the publication for you below.  In short, it says that it is OK to award credit for documenting the status
of three chronic or inactive conditions under the 1995 E&M guidelines. 

 
Any thoughts you could share with me on this would be much appreciated.  Please let me know if you have
any questions.  Jim Collins
 
 
Vol. 11 No. 10  October 3, 2005
Dear Subscriber,
                Go ahead. Use the status of three or more chronic conditions to
score an "extended" history of present illness (HPI), even if you're
using the 1995 E/M documentation guidelines. The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) gives the OK, and the American Medical Assoc.
(AMA) defers to CMS.
                Look at the '95 and '97 E/M documentation guidelines and you'll
see there's only one difference when it comes to the HPI section. The
'97 guidelines allow you to reach an "extended" HPI if the status of at
least three chronic or inactive conditions are documented. The '95
guidelines give you no such option, instead requiring documentation of
at least four HPI elements to reach an "extended" level. This difference
has long frustrated offices that prefer using the '95 guidelines to
score patients who come in for regular checks of their chronic
conditions. But it shouldn't. CMS says it never meant to prohibit using
chronic conditions for the HPI with the '95 guidelines.
                "The '95 E/M documentation guidelines did not state as do the
'97 guidelines that for an extended HPI you need to describe at least 4
elements of the present illness or the status of at least 3 chronic or
inactive conditions," says a CMS spokesperson. "However, we have said
from the outset that it is acceptable to include the status of at least 3 chronic or inactive conditions also in the '95 guidelines.
 
 
 This is not
new policy," the CMS spokesperson adds.
 
Sincerely,
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